
Notice of AGM
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

March 13, 2010
The Spit

11:00 - 1:00

MEMBERSHIPS
Tuwanek Ratepayers Association 
memberships can be renewed at the 
AGM or by sending in the attached 
Membership Application with your 
dues, which are $15.00 per family per 
year. Your family’s membership is 
important to the volunteers who 
represent Tuwanek’s interests 
throughout the year.

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
Tuwanek’s new Neighbourhood Plan 
will be discussed and your questions 
will be taken.

COASTRIDE
Sandy Hook (joined recently by East 
Porpoise Bay) has initiated an east 
side ride-share programme. Tuwanek 
has been asked to join in. We would 
like to guage support and possible 
usage of this worthwhile initiative by 
Tuwanek residents.

see page 3

Robins were very late last year as 
were a number of other feathered 
migrants. They didn’t appear in 
Tuwanek until March 10th. 

Violet-green swallows didn’t arrive 
back at their nesting boxes until 
May 2nd. The insects they depend 
upon were slow to hatch. According 
to Tuwanek gardeners there were 

also noticeably less slugs last year 
as a result of lower temperatures. 
Minimum temperatures were lower 
than average all year long.

Swallowtail butterflies hatched on 
time (middle of June) but local 
nectar sources were not in bloom 
and so they weren’t as abundant as 
usual. 

2009 Firsts

ALERT - An insomniac bear has been seen 
recently in Tuwanek. Please continue to store all 
garbage inside until garbage day and keep all 
bear attractants out of your compost. 

VARIED THRUSH  - The Varied thrush is still 
replacing its cousin the robin in our yards. It 
will eat seed but particularly enjoys ornamental 
winter berries that remain in our gardens.

RUFFED GROUSE are also frequent visitors 
in our yards now.  You can tell when they are 
present by the “creaking” sounds they make as 
they slowly process around looking for berries.
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FISH PROCESSING BYLAW
by Lynne Forrest, Kathy Turner,     
Karen Cameron  
Tillicum Bay

A protracted battle to prevent fish 
processing within the  residential 
neighbourhood of Tillicum Bay finally 
concluded November 30, 2009 when 
the Supreme Court ruled that the 
District of Sechelt had not followed 
proper procedure and quashed the 
amendments to the bylaw. 

Target Marine Hatcheries had applied 
for zoning that would permit a fish 
processing plant on the hatchery 
property. Despite strong opposition 
(mainly over issues of noise, smell 
and waste disposal) from the public, 
the District, in October 2008, passed 
bylaws that created new spot 
industrial zoning. Sixteen residents 
signed a petition and went to court, 
backed by generous donations from 
the neighbourhoods of Tuwanek, 
Tillicum Bay, Sandy Hook and East 
Porpoise Bay.

The judge ruled that significant 
information concerning the waste 
management plan was not available 
before the public hearing, and when it 
did become available, the District 
failed to provide a proper venue, for 
those concerned, to discuss this new 
information.

Although continued vigilance 
regarding Target’s future plans is 
essential (they can re-apply at any 
time), it should be recognized that the 
petition and its supporters represent 
the power of community. Acting 
together to protect the integrity and 
vision of the neighbourhood can yield 
positive results. Many supporters 
living outside of Tillicum Bay saw this 
issue as the thin edge of the wedge. If 
this can happen in our neighbourhood 
it can happen anywhere. 

Tuwanek has been an important part 
of this community demonstration, 
that, if necessary, we can act 
forcefully to protect our 
neighbourhoods.

Call Lynne at 604-885-3337 to have 
your property identified on the map 
of property owners opposed to spot 
rezoning of the fish hatchery to allow 
“fish processing” because it’s located 
in a residential neighbourhood.

SECHELT OCP PROCESS
by Susan Stratis
District of Sechelt OCP Planner

A complete Draft 2 will go to Council, 
the public and Official Community 
Plan Committee for review and 
comment. An early version of Draft 2 
(the maps were not complete) was 
circulated to Council to bring them 
up-to-date on the OCP work and get 
initial feedback."This has taken a 
series of meetings due to the length of 
the document, Council availability 
and their interest in going through 
the document thoroughly. "

"A number of changes will be 
incorporated before Draft 2 is 
finalized, 90% of which are minor. So 
far, I have not found any significant 
changes in direction from our OCP 
Committee discussions."Council is 
strongly supportive of the growth 
strategy, conservation design and 
environmental policies, and in many 
cases are seeking stronger wording 
on policies." 

The public is anxious to get the 
document for review, and we would 
like to get Draft 2 circulated for broad 
review and input (including the OCP 
committee) as soon as possible."The 
review period for Draft 2 will extend 
through to January, so there will be 
an opportunity to provide input and 
discuss what we hear from the public." 

But, remember, the overall OCP 
framework involves meshing the 
ideas from four groups."The “final 
say” on the content will come when 
Draft 3 is prepared, and it might be 
useful at that point for Council and 
the Advisory Committee to work 
together on any needed changes."

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
by Andre Boel
District of Sechelt Community Planner

I don't think it would be useful to meet 
again as the Neighbourhood Plan 
Committee. We discussed the last 
changes and identified some 
differences of opinion in the last 
meetings that we had. I used this 
information to create the September 
draft Neighbourhood Plan. Please be 
re-assured that Susan Stratis and 
Ray Parfitt are well aware of the 
sensitivities around fish processing, 
the"designating of resort locations, 
and (for the Tuwanek Association) 
concerns around package treatment 
plants.

UNDERSIZED PROPERTY
by Linda Williams

An very small waterfront lot on 
Tuwanek Place is about to be 
developed. Due to its size, siting and 
topography caution is warranted. The 
TRA submitted its concerns as a 
policy matter following the problems 
that were encountered at the corner 
of Islets Place and Sechelt Inlet Road 
and also at the entrance to Tuwanek. 

We reminded Council of the inherent 
problems with developing these 
grandfathered, undersized lots in the 
hope that appropriate precautions 
will be taken prior to development. 
The proximity of the two flanking 
homes and the fact that the District 
required “save harmless” protection, 
is less than reassuring.

2009 Review



We have NO public 
transit available in 
most of Sechelt, 
certainly none on 
the east side of the 
Inlet.

Bob D’Arcy
Sandy Hook

¥ ¥ ¥
The CoastRide programme provides 
a transportation alternative to those 
members of the community who 
cannot or do not wish to use their 
own vehicle to travel to and from 
Sechelt." This is about neighbours 
helping neighbours while saving gas 
and making an impact on their 
carbon footprint. Drivers who 
register in the programme can give 
a ride to any Riders registered in the 
program. Designated CoStops will be 
located in the community and in 
Sechelt. Currently, East Porpoise Bay 
and Sandy Hook are participating. 
Tuwanek is invited to join.

WHAT'S IN IT FOR YOU?
• A chance to be a good neighbour
• A way to encourage the reduction of 

the use of cars
• Assistance in building our sense of 

community

CoastRide is based on a similar 
voluntary-ride programme that has 
been in existence for commuters in 
Washington, DC for thirty years. That 
system is completely unregulated but 
has nevertheless had no security 
incidents."

In order to address the concerns of 
potential CoastRide participants in 

Sechelt, all Drivers and Riders are 
registered."Both must confirm their 
identity."Drivers will show their 
driver's license. Riders will show 
picture ID and if under 18 years of 
age will need a parent or guardian's 
agreement.

Contact: Colin Jacobsen for registry 
information 604-885-0421

HISTORICAL NOTES:  TUWANEK
This dark, but stunning image is of 
Heronsgyll, the Irvine family lodge 
built on pre-empted Crown land, in 
what was later to became Tuwanek. 
There were also cabins, an orchard 
and a bandstand at the Spit.

Until 1945 the boat access property 
was frequented by vacationers who 
rented the small cabins. Later, the 
lodge reputedly provided somewhat 
more naughty services for hundreds 
of loggers who were at that time 
busily logging every accessible 
square inch of the Inlets.

Tuwanek was subdivided in 1960 
and Heronsgyll was demolished the 
next year.

Tuwanek (a mispelling of tewankw, 
one of the four clans of the shíshálh 
First Nation) is a community in its 
own right predating the Sunshine 
Coast Regional District and the 
District of Sechelt.

The creek emptying at the Spit has 
retained the Irvine’s name. It was 
originally their water source and 
then supplied Tuwanek, until 1981. 

2. ORIGINS OF SANDY HOOK, TILLICUM BAY AND TUWANEK
 
2.1 Sandy Hook
The name Sandy Hook, is derived from the sandy beaches along the waterfront area. 
Sandy Hook was logged in the 1920s.  After that it developed gradually between 1960 
and 1973 when a development company build permanent homes and cottages in the 
area. According to oral history, the developer brought in extra sand to make it more 
attractive. The lower Sandy Hook Area was subdivided in the sixties, the upper part in 
the early seventies. The area still retains a holiday / weekend cabin character with many 
of the homes overlooking Sechelt Inlet. 

2.2 Tillicum Bay
ÒTillicumÓ is a word from the Chinook Jargon (trading language) meaning "friend", 
"family" or "tribe". The name Tillicum Bay was officially approved in 1973. The area has 
seen only little development to date. A Òwater access onlyÓ lot for present day Tillicum 
Bay marina was created in 1958. The Naylor Road subdivision dates back to 1974, the 
Tillicum Bay Road subdivision was constructed shortly after 1992. 

2.3 Tuwanek
The name Tuwanek (tuwankw in sh’sh‡lh language)  
is derived from one of the original four sub-groups of 
the Sechelt Nation) which lived around the head of 
Narrows Inlet. Near the Gray Creek mouth was the 
location of a village site known as pÕikÕilakw. 

Starting in the early 1900's and until 1946 the 
Heronsghyll (see picture* on the right), operated by 
the Irvines, was a small inn with cottages that wound 
their way down to the beach front. The only way into 
this little resort was by water. Until 1961, the 
Heronsghyll main house was located at what 
currently is 7651 Sechelt Inlet Rd. 

BetweenDuring the 1960 and 1974early 1970s 
Tuwanek was gradually subdivided into recreational 
lots subsequently zoned residential-recreational by 
the SCRD in 1972. Two trees were fallenfelled 
across Gray Creek to allow potential buyers to make 
their way down the old logging road and into the beach area, where residents created 
and maintained Òthe SpitÓ a natural area at the mouth of Irvines Creek. 

The former Jackson brotherÕs log sort, just south of Tuwanek, remindsremains a 
tangible reminder of the forestry logging that took place in the area. 

*) picture courtesy of the Sechelt Community Archives
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COASTRIDE PROGRAMME

A CO SPOT sign indicating a pull-out 
where community members can get rides 
from neighbours who have dedicated 
empty seats in their vehicles to the Coast 
Ride programme.

The Coast Ride icon symbolizes the 
green concept behind the volunteer 
ride-share programme initiated by the 
community to reduce carbon emissions 
and strengthen ties within it.



By Linda Williams

MISSED IN TUWANEK
We have lost staunch Tuwanekers 
along the way during the past year…

Long-term “part-timer”, Stuart 
Martin, in March.

Pat Smith-Avila, leaving a young 
family behind.

Long-time resident and community 
activist, Keith Brown, in December.

And, former long-term resident Pam 
Ewan (at the age of 93).

Wonderful neighbours, all, they are 
missed in Tuwanek.

NATURE’S BOUNTY
Our corner of Sechelt Inlet, bordered 
by beautiful Mt. Richardson, Mt. 
Crucil and Gray Creek, is known to be 
one of the most biologically diverse 
areas on the Sunshine Coast. This 
biodiversity originally extended 
throughout the Tuwanek subdivision, 
but as homes become larger, fewer 

trees are left standing. The original 
understory that supports so many 
different species, is disappearing 
rapidly as a result.

Careful analysis of existing tree cover  
prior to development and careful 
siting are the ideal.

However, for those who want to help 
“re-weave” their property with the 
natural ecosystems, a number of 
things can be done. Something as 
simple as maintaining winter bird-
feeders or planting winter berries can 
make a big difference. Maintaining an 
actual “wild patch” to encourage local 
flora and fauna to repopulate is the 
way to go, if you have enough 
room.

MT. RICHARDSON PARK & 
THE SPIT
The Spit and Mt. Richardson 
Provincial Park are lasting 
legacies of the  Tuwanek 
Ratepayers Association.

There is interest in forming a 
committee that will steward 
existing and future parks in 
our area. Equally important, 
beach accesses should be 
designated and protected.

MANY THANKS
Wendy Morrison, Steve 
Yeates and Colin Jacobsen. 
A very long haul, well done!

In Passing! ! ! ! ! !     AGM Agenda

1. ! Call to Order

2.                     AGM Minutes

3. ! Treasurer’s Report

4. ! President’s Report

5. ! Q & A Period

6. ! Election of Executive

7. ! Director Sign-up 

8. ! Announcements

9. ! Membership Renewal

TUWANEK E-MAIL UPDATES
If you would like to receive timely and 
informative Tuwanek Updates by e-mail 
please check that option on the attached 
Membership Form. Or, e-mail TRA 
Secretary:

Wendy Morrison <wenjeamor@live.com>

to be added to the e-list.

TRA EXECUTIVE
President:! ! Linda Williams
Vice President! Colin Jacobsen
Secretary! ! Wendy Morrison
Treasurer! ! Steve Yeates

MAILING ADDRESS
Tuwanek Ratepayers Association!
7542 Sechelt Inlet Road
Sechelt, BC  V0N 3A4

TUWANEK NEWS
ISSUE 1
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Tuwanek News is the official newsletter 
of the Tuwanek Ratepayers Association, 
first registered under the Society Act in 
1970 on behalf of the residents of 
Tuwanek, BC on the Sunshine Coast.


